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SUBJECT:MUSLIMS EROM BURMA IN BANGLADESH 

1. REVISED CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS BELOW. 
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2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. QUOTE: 

Q: ARE REPORTS TRUE THAT MORE THAN 150,000 MUSLIMS HAVE 
ELED BURMA AND ENTERED BANGLADESH? 

A: ACCORDING TO THE UNHCR ABOUT 150,000 MUSLIMS HAVE 
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ENTERED SOUTHERN BANGLADESH FROM BURMA'S ARAKAN STATE. 

Q: WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE? 

A: THEY ARE SOUTH ASIAN MUSLIMS, MANY OF WHOM ORIGINATED 
IN WHAT IS NOW BANGLADESH. THE BANGLADESHIS CLAIM THAT 
MOST HAVE LIVED IN BURMA EOR GENERATIONS, WHILE THE BURMESE 
SAY THEY ARE RECENT ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS. 

Q: ARE THEY BEING EORCED OUT OE BURMA? 

A: THE GOVERNMENT OE BURMA SAYS IT IS CONDUCTING A POPU- 
LATION CENSUS IN THE AREA AND HAS ARRESTED 683 ILLEGAL 

IMMIGRANTS. WORD OE THIS CENSUS THEN REPORTEDLY SPREAD 
RAPIDLY AND MANY MUSLIMS FLED SIMPLY TO ESCAPE POSSIBLE 
ARREST. 

THE BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT AND PRESS ALLEGE MISTREATMENT 
OE THESE PEOPLE AND CONSIDER THAT THEY HAVE BEEN FORCED 
OUT OE THEIR VILLAGES IN THE NORTHERN ARAKAN. 

Q: IS THE U.S. DOING ANYTHING ABOUT THIS? 

A: THE UNITED STATES IS EOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS PROVIDING 
THROUGH UNHCR 2,638,000 DOES IN RELIEE POOD (UNDER PL-480 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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II) AND A CASH GRANT OP 500,000 DOES. WE HAVE ALSO 
ENCOURAGED THE TWO GOVERNMENTS TO CONTINUE THEIR ATTEMPTS 
TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM BETWEEN THEMSELVES. AN OPPICIAL 
DELEGATION PROM BANGLADESH IS VISITING RANGOON PROM JUNE 6 
TO 10 TO DISCUSS THE BORDER PROBLEM. UNQUOTE. 

END UNCLASSIPIED. 

3. FYI: DURING A MAY 30 PAREWELL CALL BY BURMESE 
AMBASSADOR U TIN LAT ON UNDER SECRETARY NEWSOM AND IN 
A SHORT DISCUSSION WITH EA DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OAKLEY PRIOR TO THE MEETING, THE PROBLEM OP MUSLIMS 
PLEEING BURMA WAS RAISED. AFTER CHARACTERIZING THE PROBLEM 
AS ONE PRIMARILY OP ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION, TIN LAT STATED 
TWICE THAT THE BURMESE GOVERNMENT HAS INVITED THE MUSLIMS 
TO RETURN TO THEIR VILLAGES. IN RESPONSE TO EXPRESSIONS OP 
HOPE THAT THE TWO GOVERNMENTS KEEP THEIR LINES OP COMMUNI- 
CATION OPEN ON THIS MATTER, TIN LAT REPLIED THAT THERE HAS 
BEEN NO BREAKDOWN IN COMMUNICATIONS AND SEVERAL OPPICIAL 
VISITS HAVE BEEN EXCHANGED. THE AMBASSADOR ALSO ASSERTED 
THAT BURMA HAS ALWAYS HAD GOOD NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS WITH 
BANGLADESH. IN A SUBSEQUENT INPORMAL DISCUSSION WITH 
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THE BURMESE EMBASSY, THE GUB INVITATION TO THE MUSLIMS 
TO RETURN WAS RAISED. IN RESPONSE AN EMBASSY OFFICIAL 
INDICATED THAT THE OFFER EXTENDED TO THOSE WHO HAD BEEN 
IN BURMA LEGALLY, I.E. THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ISSUED FOREIGN 
RESIDENCY CERTIFICATES OR WHO WERE REGISTERED CITIZENS. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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